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1. Introduction to Research 

Meaning and Purpose of Research and Typologies of Research -- Scientific and 

Applied Research; Survey Research, Content Analysis; Inter-disciplinary Research; 

Case Study Research. 

 

2. Research Process 

Selecting Theme for Research; Identifying Research Questions; Defining Concepts; 

Formulating Hypotheses; Designing Research Proposals. 

 

3.  Conducting Research and Methods of Collecting Data 

Literature Review and Bibliographical Essay; Document Analysis; Use of Archival 

and Written Records; Questionnaires & Interviews; Observations; Field Research 

Studies; Language Proficiency. 

 

4. Concepts & Theories as a Basis of Research in Policy Studies 

Rational Actor Model; Organizational Process Model; Bureaucratic Politics Model; 

Theories of Areas Studies and International Relations; Foreign Policy Making 

Theories’ Philosophy of Science; Garrison State Hypothesis; Power Elite 

Hypothesis. 

 

5. Sources of Area Studies Research: 

Description of Source Material in the United States, Canada and Latin America with 

Specific Focus on: 

Primary Sources; Secondary Sources; Libraries; Foreign Policy, Defense and Peace 

Research Institutes; Corporations and Foundations. 



6.  Research Ethics in Qualitative Research 

 Theoretical & practical aspects of ethical dilemmas 

 

7.  Quantitative Methods in Social Research 

Select topics in Statistics, Linear Algebra, and Calculus; data analysis using 

quantitative software 
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